go                     KING  CHARLES I
Parliament lost their alliance, for what it was worth.
On November 20, five days before the King arrived in London, the Grand Remonstrance was put to the vote. The political leaders expected a merely formal debate and a triumphant vindication of Parliamentary unity. Instead, a stormy discussion lasted from noon till midnight and the Remonstrance finally passed by a majority of eleven. It was then proposed to print it for distribution to the people, even before it was presented to the King. There were cries of protest from the large minority and a wild scene ensued. Swords were drawn, and but for the presence of mind of Hampden a free fight would have occurred. The House broke up at four in the morning without coming to a decision, but in that night the unity of the House of Commons was finally shattered and the Royalist party was born. Pym could imprison one of the protesting members and print the Remonstrance in spite of their opposition, but with only a small Parliamentary majority he could no longer honestly pretend that he represented the nation. He and his followers still did keep up that pretence, and perhaps they convinced themselves, but from that time they relied more and more on terrorism for enforcing the divine right of Parliament, which in these circumstances became an end in itself instead of a means for establishing good government.
The King was received in the streets of London with a strange outburst of popular acclamation, and he set himself to increase the support of the more conservative elements in the City and